A clinical view of pathways of care in disease management.
Pathways of care define in detail the individual components of treatment for a group of patients. A well written pathway can give rise to consistent care or the highest quality. There are both educational and audit advantages to the approach. Details the means by which groups are selected and the care pathways written. Gives an example of the benefits that can accrue, based on the authors' experience at Ashford Hospital, UK of running a pathway for patients having prostate surgery. The pathways are appreciated by patients, nurses, doctors and managers. Care is improved and costs contained.